HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION - IMPORTANT REMINDER!
Happy New Year!
The deadline to apply for a homestead exemption is approaching. Filing for a Homestead Exemption is a great way to save money on your property taxes for 2026 and every year after!
The Homestead Exemption gives you a $50,000 reduction on your home’s appraised value. That means your property taxes are calculated after taking $50,000 off the appraised value. For school taxes, the exemption is $25,000, so your total savings will likely be between $500–$700, depending on the millage rate in your area.
How to File for Homestead Exemption:
1. File in person the first time. After that, it renews automatically as long as your home remains your primary residence.
2. Deadline: March 1, 2026. Don’t miss it! (They won’t accept late filings.)
3. Requirements: Bring the following to your nearest Property Appraiser’s Office:
· Your recorded deed.
· Proof of Social Security numbers for all owners (e.g., Social Security card, W-2, or tax return).
· Florida driver’s license or ID with your updated address.
· All current Florida vehicle registrations with your updated address.
Check Your Escrow Account:
Take a moment to review your escrow account with your mortgage company. Compare your 2025 tax bill (sent by the Tax Collector) with what your mortgage company is withholding each month. If they aren’t setting aside enough, you might face a deficit at the end of 2026. You can call your mortgage company to adjust your tax escrow and avoid surprises.
If you have any questions, feel free to call me or contact your local Property Appraiser’s Office. I’m here to help!
Wishing you a wonderful 2026,
[Your Name]
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